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QUESTION: {INGLUDE SCENARIK) IF NEEDED FOR CLARITY):

There has been various conflicting responses given to counties regarding the work study exemption from the student
eligibility rules. According to the major university in my county University of California, Davis, a student cannot be
considered to be actually "awarded" or “approved” for work study unless they are actually working a work study job.
Students may be financially eligible to work study but the funding is so limited that the number of students who can
participate is extremely limited. CDSS in the past has issued instruction indicating that the student should not be penalized
if funding runs out or they cannot find a work study job and more recently has completed a PI stating that "students who are
not awarded work study due fo limited funding do not meet the student exemption.” My county has a large studert
population and we are very confused about how to treat this population. We would like some solid guidance.

Has CDSS consulted with major universities to define what constitutes actually being approved for work study?

{continued below)

10,

REQUESTOR'S PROPOSED ANSWER:

Unsure, conflicting guidance

11.

STATE POLICY RESPONSE (CFPB USE ONLY):

Current guidance (ACIN 1-89-15 released on Dec. 31, 20135) states, if a student is approved for state or federally financed
work study during a specific school term, anticipates working during that term, and has not refused a work assignment, that
student remains eligible for an exemption from the student work rule.

MPP 406.212 states "be approved for state or federally financed work study for the current school term, as defined by the
institution of higher education, and anticipate working during the school terms”. Because CDSS is not a provider of work
study, it cannot provide a statewide definition for “approved for work study”. This definition is left to the local institution of
higher education. (continued on page 2)
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Continued from above:

ifit is true, as according to UC Davis, that a student cannot actually be considered approved for work study uniess they
actually a working a work study job, then it would provide concrete guidance and any information regarding jobs that are not
available or lack of funding would become irrelevant.

It is my understanding from some emails | have from other counties that they will accept a financial aid award letter showing
work study, however this is just verification of being eligible for work study not actual approval.

Based on previous guidance, we have been considering students for are financially eligible for work study (as verified by the
university) as eligible for an exemption because the funding ran out and they couldn't award.

Questions;

What is considered approval of work study by CDSS?
What is acceptable verification of this?

State Policy Response (continued from page 1:

The two key conditions for this exemption are “approved” and “anticipate”. Per state reguiations, the definition of approved is
defined by the local institution of higher education. The definition of anticipate is a student who can expect or foresee being
assigned a work study job. Until the student has received notice from the institution of higher education that they were denied,
the student can fairly anticipate that they may be offered a work study job. While state regulations use the term “approved,”
institutions of higher education often use the term "awarded” to convey the same meaning. Please nofe that approved and
awarded may be used interchangeably.

In this case, if UC Davis has indicated that a student is not considered awarded or approved for work study, unless they are
actually working, then the student has not been approved or awarded work study. The exemption can only be granted if the
student has verified that they have been approved for federal or state work-study. Future guidance on this topic will be issued
via All County Letter anticipated for release this fall,

Per ACIN I-45-11, acceptable verification of approval for work study may include, but is not limited to, a work study award
fetter from financial aid.
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